CLEMENCEAU

the Republicans were afraid not only of how they would fere
in the elections to the newly constituted Senate, but that the
result of the General Elections which must shortly be held
would be unfavourable to their causa. The Prime Minister,
M. Buffet, aided and abetted by the President, MacMahon,
who never forgot that the members of the Bight were his real
friends, made full use of the Exceptional Laws and the State
of Siege, which was still in foiw, to show the Republicans
plainly what a reactionary majority would mean* The
" Conservatives " and Imperialists had t hings all their own way.
Democracy became a byword and Radicalism a vain thing*

With the Ministry at- their command and tho President in
their hands, they needed only to obtain tho control of the
Senate to have the people of France entirely at their mercy.
Then, with the army favourable, with whole cohorts of anti-
Eepublican officials at iheir aorvico, they might postpone
the General Elections, maintain the stato of sioge permanently,
and prepare everything for iv monarchical restoration or a
Buonapartist plebiscite, L*Empire ripvblicajme indeed!

M. Buffet, within a few months? of tho doelaration of the
Republic as the real form of government of France, spoke
quite in this sense.   Happily tho forces of reaction fell out
among themselves   They could not trust one another in a#y
sharing of the booty which might fall to the general lot.
Therefore, when the time came for Domination and election of
the seventy-five members of the Senate to be elected by the
Assembly, their intestine differences lost them the battle:
one portion of their motley group oven went ovor to tho enemy*
So the ^Republicans actually obtained a majority by the votes
of their opponents.   In this way the danger of the Senate as a
whole being used against the Bepublic was averted and the^
Badicals had secured the first point in the political game"
Yet, in spite of this preliminary success, the reactionists had a
majority of the Senate of 800 when the limited votes of the
country had been polled.   But the Bepublicam in revenge
gained a surprising* majority at the (tanwal Elections for the
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